Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma and Sjögren's syndrome. An immunopathological study of 113 patients.
One hundred and thirteen patients with untreated non-Hodgkin's lymphoma were evaluated for Sjögren's syndrome (SS) using clinical and biological parameters, and a minor salivary gland biopsy. Concomitant immunophenotyping for T and B cells, and kappa and lambda chains was performed on both minor salivary gland and lymphomatous tissues. Patients with a positive focus score on examination of their minor salivary gland biopsy had a second biopsy, when possible, at the end of induction therapy. Fourteen of the 113 patients had SS according to the Greek criteria, and 4 of these 14 patients had an identical monotypic infiltrate in both their minor salivary gland and lymphomatous tissues. In all four cases this infiltrate disappeared from both locations when the lymphoma was in complete remission (CR). The 10 other patients with criteria for SS had a mixed infiltrate which persisted unchanged when the lymphoma was in CR. Among the 99 patients without SS, 12 had a positive focus score and an identical monotypic infiltrate in both their minor salivary gland and lymphomatous tissue. This infiltrate disappeared from both locations when the lymphoma was in CR. Among the remaining 87 patients, 82 had no minor salivary gland infiltrate, and 5 had a positive focus score with mixed lymphocytic infiltrate. Long term follow up and a large cooperative study are needed to better understand the immunopathologic lesions of patients of this latter type.